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PRAISES DECISION GF POLISH GOVERHMENT
TO_SUPPORT JEWISH CULTURAL IRSTITUTILYS

Hirsh Smoliar, Chairman
Central Comittee of Jews in Poland

The Jewieh population in Poland received with great satisfaction the news
that the Polish Covernment, begimning with 1950, has decided to includs in the
state budget expenditures to cover the needs of Jewish social, educational, end
cultural institutioms,

Everyone vho participated in the recomstruction of the new Foland 1s not
surprieed at such a decision. During the past 5 years, the activities ani efforts
of the Jewish working community, headed by the Central Cammittee of Jews in Poland,
to recanstruct Jewish life, were always aided by our people's government, No
‘Polish Jow will ever forget the great help our govermmsnt has given to the thou-
.sande of repatriates, how 1t helped them get settied in differsnt parts of the

' comntry. All its activitlies were influciced by its desire to improve the situation
of the Jews in Poland, and in each case 1t recognized the complete equality of the
Joews with the rest of the population.

In the first years of the reestablishment of our country, however, the needs
of the Jowish populatiomn groatly exceeded the moans of the govermment to meet them.
Therefore, we had to appeal to the great -Jewish masses throughout the world, espe-
cially in those countries which did not suffer the scourgs of Hitlerism., They
answered our appcal with open hesrta aal great onthustiesm, Tha Joint Diatridmtion
Committee, a US organization, placed st the disposal of the Central Committee of
the Jews in Foland considereble means and material to ald the resstablishment of
Jowish productive life in Poland,

But “rom the very beginning when assistance was first received from abroed,
the organizers of Jewish life in Poland clearly proclaimed that we comsidered thie
agsistance only a temporary expedient, We believe in our people's democracy. We
consider owrselves equal citizens of owr state and are sure that before long we
shall nsed no fi've‘gn aid. ’
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Indeed, each yerr more 1netitutions became independent of forelgn help. The
first ones to become independent and to start their own porograms of support of
Jewlsh childran'’s-homes were the progressive cooperatives. Iater, ths govermment
docided to grant Jewish schools state Tigh*s and thus take over thelr support.
The same applied to the Jawlsh theater,

The govermment's present decision to taks over completely the care of Jewlsh
culturel and educa*icmal institutions is one step forward btoward thsir incorpora-
tiun into the general scheme of public instituicne in Poland, At the same time
1t will preserve their independsnce and patiomal charecter.

The decision reileven the Jewlsh population of fimancial worries for the up-
keep of 1ts inetitutions and enables us to exsrt all owr efforts for the further
dovaloment <« our cultural 1ife and to make the Jewlsh populaticn a constructive
part of the newly formed soclalist community.

At the ssms time, we dasire to continue our brotherly relations with those
Jewlsh organizatiors abroad, which show a favorable attifude towerd the new Poland
and ite Jowish ccmmnity. We will contimme to accept their ald for the cometruvc-
tion apd improvement of our institutions Ae an expressior of solidarity with our
striving for & froe and bappy way of lifs.

On 1 January 1950, we ehell achieve a now helght in our social activities.
It is the duty of each msmber and worker of Jewish instituticne to undertake the
noceesary measures to see that the transition to institutioms fully supported by
the government should be wsll organized.

The realization of government support for our imstitutions should also serve
to refute the false rumors sprsad by our emsmies that the Polish govermment is
trying to rid itself of the Jews,

The govermment's prasent decision places upan us the responsidility to double

our offorte and achieve such new production heights snd a standard of living which
were never kmown before in Poland.
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